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The Point of Contacts for additional Information on Driving Safe in Japan: 

NAVAL AIR FACILITY ATSUGI Licensing Office, Japan 

DSN: 315-264-3794/ 3112 / 3983

Commercial: 0467-63-3794 / 3112 / 3983

From the US: 11-81-0467-63-3794 / 3112 / 3983

Bldg 146, room 107

Office Hours: 0800-1130/1230-1600 Monday - Friday

Driving in Japan 

Pamphlet 
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Yoo are drilling on a two lane 

road during the morning rush 

hour. 
The photograph here shows 

the view from the driver's seat, 

and as the photograph shows, 

there is a line of stopped cars 
in the oncoming lane. 

A bicycle is heading down the 

road in the same direction as 

you, and a man is walking 
across the crosswalk. 

Yoo start slowing down to let 

the pedestrian across the road, 

then yoo're planning to 

cootinue down the road. 

� ,PDS n Wf..llber T me. of 0.1:, 

You're about to drive past a pedestrian crossing. 

What should you be looking at right now? 

f ttie person visible in between two.of 

Before you even reach !he crosswalk, a but there are more minivans and other tall­
woman darts out from betweoo 1118 vehi· er vellicles on the roads today, and people 
des and almost causes an accident Of can come out from behind such vehicles 
course the woman Is parity at fault for with absolutely no wamlng. 
crossing the road near rather lllan at the When yw notice traffic in the opposite 
crosswalk, where she was hidden by the lane Is heavy, make sure you keep an ex­
approaching traffic, but with so many pe- tra close eye out for people crossing In 
destrians il a h,sry during lhe rush hour, dangarous a,eas. Leave enough space to 
this 00<1 of thl'lg Is very common. In this your right and travel at a slow enough 
exa111>le. we coud see the head of the speed so you will be able to stop In time If 
YVOlllan between the aptX"oaching cars, necessary. 

"Courtesy of the Japan Automobile Federation (JAF)." 
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Common car accidents involving pedestnans 
The graph shows that lhe number of car 
accidents Involving pedestrians crossing 
at or near crosswalks is more than 30% of 
all pedestrian-related accidents. Except 
when It Is clear that no pedestrians are 
present, it's your obligation as a driver lo 
always make sure lo approad'I cross• 
walks at a speed 11181 will allow you to 
slop quickly. 

eR!ad Nagayama·s Mk predie'lion oommen1ar, onliM. 
(Jape�only) 

Olagam by Hldeekl Klr-.,n 
PhOIOQraph)' by NOll'llro OChlilll 

3. Pedestrians have the right of way!

4. Stop in front of all railroad crossings,
even when no warning lights are active!

5. Accept the fact that there is heavy
traffic in Japan; a 10-kilometer (6-mile)
drive can easily equate to 30 minutes
driving time. Never allow your cell phone
navigation app take you down secondary
roads - always stay on the main roads
despite the traffic!

7. Put defensive driving to work and take it slow on narrow and congested roads!

8. Be prepared for bikes, pedestrians, and other vehicles to enter your path when
you least expect it!

9. Beware of the bright halogen vehicle lights that can impact your vision
while driving at night. If blinded, slow down and glance quickly away from the
headlights!

10. Never block intersections - stay behind the white lane markers!

1. Key Definitions for Driving in Japan

1. Key Points for Driving in Japan

Driving in Japan is not as difficult as you may have been told or think, as long 
as you follow the rules of the road. It certainly is different from driving in the 
United States, so extra care must be taken in order to drive safely here. It is your 
responsibility to learn the local traffic laws and abide by them. 

We recommend that once you obtain your license and purchase a car that you 
spend time driving on post before you venture out in town. The streets are wider 
on our installation and are not as congested. Remember, if you find yourself 
traveling on the wrong side of the street - and it happens - gain situational 
awareness and adjust to the correct lane. 

Here are some key points to remember when driving in Japan: 

Certified (Licensed) Driver: As a licensed driver in Japan, you are considered 
an "experienced driver'' and are subject to all Japanese laws on and off base. 
For your own protection, know and understand these laws. 
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Customs and Courtesies: Be respectful when driving in Japan. Giving respect 
will earn you respect from other drivers. Do not allow yourself to become angry or 
have a road rage incident. There are also Japanese customs you are expected to 
follow should you become involved in an accident involving a fatality or personal 
injury. Immediately contact the International Law Division, Office of the Staff 
Judge Advocate/Legal Office), if this occurs. 

Cell Phones: Studies and investigations have shown many accidents have been 
attributed to drivers talking on cell phones or texting while operating their vehicle. 
It is ILLEGAL in Japan to use hand-held portable electronic devices, such as a 
cellular phone, without the use of a hands-free device while operating a vehicle. 
That being said, hands-free devices are still discouraged unless the vehicle is 
safely parked. The only exception to this rule is in the event of an emergency to 
call the authorities. In case of emergency, vehicle operators should exit the road 
as soon as possible. The cell phone number to report an accident is 
0467-63-3200. 

Exercise Due Care: Every driver shall exercise due care to avoid 
colliding with any pedestrian or any person operating a vehicle. 
Drivers shall give an audible signal when necessary and shall 
exercise proper precautions upon observing any child, pedestrian, 
or any obviously confused, incapacitated, or intoxicated person. 

Drinking and Driving: Drinking and driving is not tolerated in Japan. You may be 
arrested with as little as one beer in your system due to Driving While Intoxicated 
(DWI) laws here. Roadblocks are common occurrences and are used to detect 
drivers who have been consuming alcoholic beverages. If caught Driving While 
Intoxicated (DWI) or Driving Under the Influence (DUI), you will face heavy fines 
and possible jail time. 

Emergency Vehicles: When you hear a siren indicating that an emergency 
vehicle is approaching, pull over to the left as far as possible, and come to a stop 
until the vehicle has passed. 

Headlights: Your headlights must be on when, you are passing through a tunnel, 
driving in dense fog, or under other circumstances when visibility falls below 50 
meters (200 meters for expressways), even during daytime hours. Japanese law 
does not require the use of headlights during periods of reduced visibility from 
inclement weather. However, headlight use 
is mandatory aboard all U.S. Installations 
and highly encouraged during any reduced 
visibility. 

Obedience to Police Officers and Other Authorities: All persons shall comply 
with any lawful order or direction of any police officer, firefighter, or uniformed 
crossing guards to direct, control, or regulate traffic. 

You are driving down a 

narrow road that runs 

through a residential area. 

The photograph here is taken 

from the driver's seat, and 

shows the vehicle 

approaching an intersection 

with no traffic light. 

A white car is stopped on the 

road to the left, and you see 

a man along the road on your 

right. 

The white car has stopped, 

so you plan to continue 

through the intersection. 

1111 Wea, e lltneo1 D.a:� 

You are about to drive straight through an intersection 
in a residential area. 

What should you be looking at right now? 

ANSWER 

The cyclist ended up popping out in lront simply continue through. However, it is 

of you. The cyclist is required by law to important to make sure you don't over• 

slop for the sign, bul apparently he didn't look someone hiding behind lhe car in a 

notice ii as he was looking at the screen situation like this. The cross road is one• 

of his smartphone. Since your car isn"'t way, but lhe sign says ''Except Cyclists", 

required to stop at this intersection, and so you should also keep in mind that 

since the car on lhe cross road has someone could appear from the right as 

stopped, tt is only natural 10 think you can well. 

Failure to stop - A Common 
Infraction by Cyclists 
Many people use their smartphones as 

they ride bicycles, but this sort of behav­

ior is prohibited under the Road Traffic 

Act Failure lo stop Infractions are com­

mon among accidents Involving cyclists 

(see chart above), so they should always 

make sure lo stop al stop signs and al In­

tersections with poor visibility. 

eRN.d Naga:,-.om••• rilk pr'6eoon commoru,y Ot1ll11t, 
(Japa,,eseonl:,') 

Olagram by Hlcleakl Kslloh 
PtMMOgraphy by Non� OctjaJ 

"Courtesy of the Japan Automobile Federation (JAF)." 
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- Solid yellow centerline - No passing for either lane

- Solid yellow line on both sides of center line - No
passing for either lane

- Solid yellow line on one side of centerline - No
passing for the lane in which yellow line appears

A solid white line on left edge of road surface means 

that two-wheeled vehicles may pass stopped or slow 
moving traffic if there is a sidewalk along the road. 

Only two-wheeled vehicles (engine size up to 50cc) 
and pedestrians may occupy the area left of the white 
solid line. 

When there are three or more lanes going in the same direction, the right­
most lane is a passing lane. Slower moving traffic must stay to the left. Buses 

generally travel in the left lane on multiple-lane roadways. 

Some roadways are marked with signs that designate use only by buses, 
taxicabs with passengers and motorcycles. No other vehicle may travel in those 

lanes. When a bus is signaling to leave a bus stop, no vehicle will interfere with 

the bus unless the vehicle will be required to change its speed or direction of 
travel abruptly. 

You must travel in the direction of the white arrows marked on the lane you 

are traveling in. You will get a traffic ticket by not following the white arrows or 

changing lanes across a solid white line. 

Before proceeding through or crossing any 
intersections; LOOK RIGHT, THEN LEFT, 
THEN RIGHT AGAIN! .. 

Crosswalks: Two diamonds painted in the roadway are a warning to let you 
know that you are approaching a pedestrian crosswalk. Extreme caution should 

be exercised at crosswalks and school zones. Japanese children are taught to 

simply raise their hand when they wish to cross the street and traffic will stop to 
allow them to cross. When you see children, slow down and expect to stop. This 
includes school zones where children don't always use the designated crosswalk. 

Whenever a pedestrian is using or waiting to use a marked crosswalk, vehicles 
must make a temporary stop at the white "stop line." Pedestrians using a 

crosswalk have the right-of- way at all times. 

Dangerous 
Hill 
Downwards 

Danger 
Animals 
Crossing 

Street Markings 

Bicycle Crossing 

Pedistrian 
Crosswalk 

Iii STOP Line

Multiple Crosswalks 

Intersections with 
a high volume of 
Pedestran traffic may 
lock similar to this. 

� 
Road won<, 

� 
S�e-wiad 

¢Zig,ag Road 

Center Line 

Stopping Prohibited Zone 

Stopping Prohibited l:.ll 
Zones are generally 
located in front of Fire 
Department, Fire 
hydrants, Hospitals & 
Emergency Services 
Facilities. 
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When approaching a solid white line painted on the roadway, all vehicles must 

come to a complete stop and give the right-of-way to other vehicles. The only 

exceptions to this rule are if a yield sign is present or the stop line is adjacent 

to a crosswalk. In these cases, vehicles may proceed without stopping if no 
pedestrian or other vehicle is approaching. 

Signaling: When making a lane change or turning any direction, vehicle 

operators are required to use either the vehicle's turn signal or a hand signal at 

least 30 meters prior to the intended turn or lane change. Drivers should ensure 

vehicle signals are turned off after the lane change or turn has been made. 

Yield Versus Proceed Slowly: In Japan, "yield" signs are known as "proceed 

slowly" signs. They are triangular like the stop signs; however, they have a red 

border and white interior. When you approach a "proceed slowly" sign, you must 

reduce your speed and prepare to stop at the marked stop line if necessary. 

Following Too Close: Tailgating is driving too closely to the vehicle in front. 

It's unsafe because if that driver were to suddenly stop, you'd likely crash into 

the back of the vehicle. There is a recommended safe following distance which 

varies with speed and is indicated by time: the two-second rule. This means 

that the time difference between the back of the 

vehicle in front and the front of trailing vehicle 

should not be less than two seconds. In wet 

conditions, or if you are towing a trailer, you 

should increase this to four seconds. The safe 

following distance should give a driver enough 

time to stop if the vehicle in front stops suddenly. 

3. Parking

Parking: No-parking zones are designed to keep traffic moving smoothly and 

safely. It is true that parking spaces are sometimes difficult to find, particularly in 

the larger cities, but that is no excuse for parking in a no-parking zone. Drivers 

are cautioned not to stop or park their vehicles at places on the road such as 

are listed below, unless coming to a temporary stop according to the law, or to 

comply with an order of a police officer to avert danger. 

No Parking & No Stopping: 

-At roadway intersections or in a crosswalks

-Within 5 meters (16 feet) or less from the outer edge of
an intersection, a corner of a road, or a fire hydrant

-At the left side of a safety zone, or within 10 meters (33 feet) or less from

either end of a safety zone on a road if so provided

m Crossing by 
7t/ Pedestrian
•�11: 

Prohibited 

�Yield/

V 
SlowDown 

e SouodHom 

Primary Road/ 
Priority Lane 

� 

Pedestrian 
Crossing 

II Stopp;,g 

Right-turn 
traffic at a 
Roundabout 

Two-Step Right 
Turn Required 
for Mopeds 

�LeftTurn 
�Allowed on 

Red Light 

Safety Zone 

• 
Bicycle 
Crossing 
Zone 

II Cente,Uoe 

© NoTwo Step 
Turns (Turn 
same as 
Vehicles) at 
intersection 

Do Not Enter/ 
Wrong Way 

IC I I 
One-Way

• 
Pedestrians 
& Bicycles 
Crosswalk 

m
Parallel Riding 
Permitted 

I 

11,il 
Soop u"' 
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Control/Regulatory Signs 

� Road Closed'\;;;}I) to All Vehicles 

® Road Closed 
to all 
fourwheeled 
Vehicles 

(il Closed to 
Indicated 
Vehicles 

® NoU-T,m 

liJ Parking 
Permitted 

9
Ma,lm,m 
Speed Limited 

e ·�'""' a,,, 

.. 

0 No
Thoroughfare 
to All Traffic 

� Road Closed 'g} to Bicycles 

® NoCmssl,g 

• a,,,
Designated
Directions
Permitted 

� 
,i�ght Limlte< 

0
Ml,lm,m 
Speed 
Limited 

Bicycles and 
Pedestrians 
Only 

Road Closed 
to Pedestrians 

@ Road Closed 
to All 
Motorcycles 

@
No P,,.;,g on 
the Right-hand 
Portion of the 
Road for 
Overtaking 

e Deslgoated 
Directions 
Only 

• 
llme-llmlled 
Parking Zones 

@ Width Limited 

2 

e Fo"'�heele<J 
Motor Vehicles 
Only 

Only 
e Pedes1'1a"' 

- Within 10 meters (33 feet) or less from a signpost or signboard indicating a
bus stop or railroad crossing (This applies only during the operational hours of
buses.)

- Near the top of a hill

- On a steep road

- Within 5 meters (16 feet) of a pedestrian crosswalk

- At any place that the Public Safety Commission designates as a prohibited
stopping or parking area to promote safe and orderly traffic

4. Highways / Toll Roads

Navigation (Vehicle Navigation Systems): Navigation systems are now 
common and a contributing link between the devices and accidents has been 
identified. While the reasons are varied, it often boils down to drivers being 
distracted . 

One of the most common errors is overreliance on the navigation system. People 
think, "Why plan when the device will tell me where to go?" It's important to 
remember that GPS devices are fallible due to satellite communication errors and 
outdated or inaccurate maps. Even when maps are current, some mapping and 

navigation information does not take into account road types. With this type of 
software error, the road that may look like the shortest distance between Point A 
and Point B might actually be an unpaved, extremely small side or private road. 
If your navigation device does not recognize it as such, it could add the road to 
your route. 

Because of these factors, drivers could find themselves driving on unsafe and 
small side roads and possibly into other hazards, such as train tracks. The 
more confident you are in what your navigation device tells you, the less likely 
you are to notice something's wrong. Accident risk increases when drivers take 

their navigation device's instructions too literally. Instructions such as, "when 
possible, make a legal U-turn" 
could send someone veering 
into oncoming traffic. Driver 
inattention and distraction is 
one of the leading cases for 
accidents in Japan. 
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When using navigation systems: 

- Always, program your route for the main roadways in Japan. Verify the route 
prior to departure or have a map available.

- Always use NAF Atsugi Main Gate, East Gate or West gate as the return 
home waypoint on your navigation aid.

- Locations of places without phone numbers like scenic spots can be input by 
entering MAPCODEs into the car navigation system. A MAPCODE is a number 
of up to ten digits that provides location data for many places in Japan. Enter 
the MAPCODE for your destination for directions. 

Highways: Highway "main lanes" refer to lanes for ordinary traveling on the 
highways - excluding the acceleration lane on the entry ramp, the deceleration 
lane on the exit ramp, the slow lane, the side strip and the shoulder of the road. 

- When merging into the main lanes, you should accelerate fully in the
acceleration lane, if available.

- When merging in the main lane, do not interfere with the traffic. When the
main lane you are on is merging with another main lane, you must give way if

the other lane has the right of way as indicated by a traffic marking painted in
the merging section of two main lanes.

- You must observe maximum and minimum speed limits as designated by

traffic signs and markings.

Use the white line on your left as a guide and stay a little left of the center of the 

lane that you are traveling on. It helps the vehicle behind you to adopt a safe 
distance for overtaking, thus preventing collisions. 

Parking and stopping are prohibited on highways except under the following 
conditions: 

- Stopping temporarily to avoid danger.

- Parking or stopping on a sufficiently

wide shoulder or side strip due to
breakdown or other unavoidable reason.

Pai t1 i 
- Parking or stopping at a parking area or stopping to pay a toll.

When leaving the main lane, look out carefully for exit signs for your destination. 
When approaching the exit, change to the lane leading you to the exit. 

Green arrow light 

- Vehicles may proceed in the direction indicated by the arrow even if the signal
light is yellow or red (Vehicles may also make a U-turn when the signal arrow
is indicating a right turn.) However, in the case of a signal arrow indicating a

right turn, lightweight vehicles and mopeds making a two-step right may not
proceed.

Yellow arrow light 

- Streetcars/trams may proceed in the direction by the arrow even if the signal

light is yellow or red, but pedestrians and vehicles may not proceed.

Flashing yellow light 

- Pedestrians, vehicles and streetcars/trams may proceed carefully, paying

attention to other traffic.

Flashing red light 

- Pedestrians may proceed carefully, paying attention to other traffic.

- Vehicles and streetcars/trams must stop at the stopping point before

proceeding.
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9. Traffic Lights and Signs:

Types of traffic lights with meanings 

Green light 

- Pedestrians may proceed and cross.
- Vehicles other than lightweight vehicles, and streetcars/trams may go straight
or tum left or right. Mopeds making two-step right turn may go straight ahead
to the point for turning right, and change the direction they are heading.

- Lightweight vehicles (bicycles, carts, etc.) may go straight and turn left. When
turning right, these vehicles must proceed to the point of making a right turn,
stop and change their direction to the right and wait at that point.

Yellow light 

- Pedestrian may not start to cross.
- Vehicles and streetcars may not go further than the

stopping point, unless they are already in the intersection
and can proceed safety.

Red light 

- Pedestrians must not cross.
- Vehicles and streetcars/trams may not proceed past the stopping point.
-A vehicle or streetcar/tram, when already making a left turn at an intersection,

may continue to proceed even if the signal light on the left is red.
-A vehicle or streetcar/tram, when already making a right tum at an

intersection, may continue to proceed even if the signal light on the right is
red. In this case, the vehicle or streetcar/tram, must not obstruct the traffic
of vehicles or streetcars/trams approaching on a green light. However,
lightweight vehicles and mopeds making a two-step right turn must stop after
crossing the road and wait at that point while the signal light on the right is
red.

Toll Roads: The Electronic Toll Collection S ystem (ETC) is a new toll system 
designed to enhance convenience for drivers by enabling cashless toll collection 
and thus mitigating congestion at expressway tollgates. Tolls are automatically 
collected via wireless communication between an antenna installed on the 
tollgate, and on-board equipment. This enables simple and speedy payment by 
allowing drivers to pass through tollgates without stopping to pay. 

- Get ETC card first.

- Insert the ETC card into the ETC device, and go.�

Fr7 There are two types of ETC gates. I 

ETC-exclusive gate 

- You can pass through this gate only when an ETC card is inserted properly
into the ETC device. Otherwise, the gate bar will not open.

* Drive at no more than 20 KPH through the gates.

ETC-general shared gate 

- These gates are shared by cars equipped
and non-equipped with ETC cards. Exercise
caution when passing through this gate as
the car in front may not utilize an ETC card
and must stop to pay the toll. Overtaking
stationary cars in the ETC gate is prohibited.

If you do not have ETC card, pick up a ticket at 
the entrance, hand the ticket to the operator at 
the general gate at the exit and pay. 

5. Motorcycles:

Motorcyclists must exercise care and ride prudently at all times, paying attention 
to the surrounding traffic since their presence could be overlooked by drivers of 
four-wheeled vehicles. 
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6. Bicycles:

Bicycles are a great way to get around, but there have been traffic accidents 
involving bicycles and pedestrians, bicycles and vehicles, bicycles and other 
bicycles, and bicycles by themselves. Many of these have resulted in serious 
injuries or even fatalities. 

Any person operating a bicycle is required to wear an 

approved helmet. Bicycle riders on the roadway are subject 
to the same traffic laws as drivers of motorized vehicles. 
Bicycles operated after hours of darkness will have a 

permanently affixed headlight that projects a white light visible 
for 150 meters (500 feet) in front of the bicycle. Bicycles 

operated on the roadway will be operated in a single file, with 

the flow of traffic, and must stay as far to the left as safely 

possible. 

7. School Buses:

On base, vehicle operators must stop 6 meters (20 feet) in front or behind the 

bus when approaching from the front or rear while the bus is loading or unloading 
passengers. 

8. Accidents:

Accidents: Despite traffic laws and 
precautions taken by drivers, accidents will still occur. The number one cause of 

vehicle accidents in Japan is people failing to yield the right-of- way. 

Conditions that lead to accidents can include congested roadways, slick 
surfaces, pedestrians, roadway construction, narrow roads, tight parking lots, 

other drivers, and driving too fast. 

If you are involved in an accident, first of all, assist the injured, remain at the 

scene, exchange personal data and notify the local prefectural police and the 

military police. Do not move your vehicle until told to do so by the police. Moving 
your vehicle will hamper the investigation and you could be automatically found 

at fault. 

You are required to report all accidents (both major and minor) to the military 

police of the closest military installation to the area where the accident occurred. 

Civil law also requires that a report of the accident be submitted to local civil 

police authorities. 

The below items are for informational purposes only and will not be tested. It is a good idea to 

keep this material in your vehicle. 

REQUEST FOR ASSISTANCE (ENGLISH-JAPANESE) 

1. I am lost. [fb,a:�,.:::�·:,Zl.,a:;t,,a:; L,t.:::]

2. How do I get to . . .  ? L"'-ia:c'-3 t->-:it.:::6fiita:;gt.J,?]

3. My car has broken down. []![t.J,t& �L,Tl.,a;;L,t.:::]

4. I am out of gas. [:ff'J 1J::,;t.J,-tm tLzL,a:;1,,a:; L,t.:::]

5. Where is the nearest gas station? [-=Mlli(O):ff'J 1J::,;A-$7::,;t,:,a:ci:c'9
t.J,?]

6. May I park here? [;:;:i;:fi]l[l.,Tt,t,,t,,c'gt.J,?]

7. My address is... My name is... [fb0)1imia: ... c'9o fbO):gii'l.Ha: ...c'  

9] 

9. My telephone number is ... [fb0)��-�,a: ... c'9]

l 0. I am stationed at... [fbia: .. J;:fJJ�L, z1, ,a:; 9]

11. There has been a traffic accident. [3'.t��t&t.J,�  ;: f'J a:: L,t.:::]

12.Persons at the accident were injured. [3'.t��t&c'·t�ft.A.1.J'c' a;;L,t.:::]

13.Please notify Japanese Police. [(B*O) ) ��i;:Jl�l.,Zffl�t.:::t,,O)  c'g
t.J,]

14.Please notify Security Forces at 0467-63-3200 on base. [*�
IUiBO)*��i;:Jl�'a:l.,Tfflit a;:91.J,? (They have Japanese interpreters
available.) (B*AO)��t.J,�  mtt.,z1,,a:;  90 )]

15.I will pay for the telephone call, please hurry! [����ia:fbt.J,:j=  bt,,a:;
90)c', �' l, \c'"'f �l, \ 0 

16.I refuse to sign on a Japanese document. [fb,a:B*O)�lffi"'-0)�:g,;:1:
:j=§�l.,a;:9]

17.How much does it cost? [��i;:J:;!;,t, ,(  6 c'gt.J,? ]

18. Turn to the right/ to the left Straight ahead. [1:i"'-BillJ'-:i  Z"'f�l, \/1-i.

"'-Bilt.J'-:i  Z"'f �1, va::-:i 9 <:'fi-:i z< tt�1, ,1




